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4 Battle for the Clergy 


Carey McWruutiams * 


With the ‘Save Christianity’ and the ‘Save Western capi- 
talism’ chants becoming almost indistinguishable, a major 
battle for the minds of the clergy, particularly those of 
the Protestant persuasion, is now being waged in America. 
For the most part, the battle lines are honestly drawn and 
‘Tepresent a sharp clash in ideologies, but now and then the 
reactionary side tries to fudge a bit by backing movements 
which mask their true character and real sponsors. Such 
a movement is Spiritual Mobilization of Los Angeles. 

Unlike similar movements founded in the thirties, Spiritual 
Mobilization has grown and prospered through the years. 
‘Two million Americans have signed its ‘pledge’, an innocu- 
ous patriotic recital, and more than 10,000 Protestant clergy- 
men have been enrolled as its ‘representatives’. Every month 
these clergymen receive without charge the bulletin of the 
organization, special propaganda brochures, and ‘condensa- 
tions’ printed in editions of 75,000 copies, of such documents 
_as ‘Blueprint for World Conquest as Outlined by the Com- 
-munist International’. Its headquarters are in ‘Los Angeles, 
but the movement has been started in every state. Six paid 
organizers are now working out of branch offices in New 
York and Chicago, and three field organizers have been 
appointed for Southern California. Recently Irving K. 
Merchant, a Negro minister, was added to the pay roll and 
assigned the task of lining up the Negro clergy. asin 
_ Spiritual Mobilization has been promoted by a single indi- 
vidual, the interesting Dr. James W. Fifield, Jr., pastor of 
the First Congregational Church of Los Angeles. Dr. Fifield 
was born in Chicago in 1899, is a graduate of Oberlin and 
the University of Chicago, and for some years was pastor of 


Wendell Fifield, now occupies Henry Ward Beecher’s former 
pulpit in Brooklyn. When Dr. James Fifield first arrived 
Los Angeles in 1935, the mammoth First Congregational 
Church could have been described by Auden’s phrase for 
ngliean cathedrals—a transatlantic luxury liner with 


a large church in Grand Rapids. His brother, Dr. Lawrence — 


headquarters in the church, and its expenses were in 


is debt free, and has an annual budget of a quarter of a 
million dollars. Its staff consists of eight assistant ministers, 
a drama instructor, five expensive choirs, a consultant doctor, 
thirty-five full-time salaried office workers, and some forty 
miscellaneous employees, not including cooks and janitors. 
Within its walls are housed four separate churches, a Col- 


“lege of Life with 28,000 registrants, a Church of Youth run 


by and for young people, and a Sunday Evening Club with 
900 paid-up members. Indeed, it is the largest, the best- 
known and the most talked-about Congregational Church in 
the United States. In addition to five Sunday services, begin- 
ning with a Golfers’ Service at 8 a.m., it sponsors a daily 
radio program, advertises a complete service for brides— 
$5 for twenty-five guests in the chapel, $50 for a big church 
wedding—and offers classes in foreign languages, elocution, 
music, world affairs, contract bridge, and rumba dancing. 
This impressive Christian institution costs about $850 a 
day to operate, but it stands as a mighty bulwark against 
those leftist tendencies in the United States which in the x 
opinion of Dr. Fifield now center in Los Angeles. “America “ 


-is going to hell,” he said recently, “unless we save freedom.” 


Angelenos generally attribute Dr. Fifield’s phenomenal suc- 
cess to his promotional ability, his ‘dynamic’ personality, and 
the self-confident manner with which he approaches the 
mansions of the rich. Fabulous stories circulate about his 
extraordinary talent for obtaining gifts for the church. He 
never asks for money; he tells the rich how much to give. 
Neither a great orator nor a profound scholar, he has a 
good pulpit technique. Undoubtedly there is a substratum 
of truth in the stories of his talents as a promoter, but the 
basic explanation for his vast success is to be found in 


Spiritual Mobilization, a brilliant invention for softening 


up the rich. 

_ Arriving in Los Angeles in the years of Upton Sinelair’s 
Epic movement, Dr. Fifield quickly realized that the moneyed 
folk of the community were suffering from acute insomnia 
induced by the current plans for plenty, pension movements, 
and hunger demonstrations. As a good pastor, he immedi- 
ately sought to restore his parishioners’ sense of proportion _ ey 
by renewing their confidence in scarcity, capitalism and the 
American way. Spiritual Mobilization operated at first from 

cluded 
tional 


in the church budget, but later, to avoid the den 
tag, Fifield transferred the organization’s offices to 
town building, and since then he has raised the bud 
pendently of the church or its membership. 
_ Spiritual Mobilization has neither : 


114 


ceases at that point. Dr. Fifield assumes sole responsibility 
for budget and program. There is, to be sure, an advisory 
committee, but its members, widely scattered across the coun- 
try, never meet as a body. On this advisory committee are 
three individuals closely identified with American Action, 
Ine.—Upton Close, Dewitt Emery, founder of the National 
Small Business Men’s Association, and the Rev. Norman 
Vincent Peale, whose Guideposts Associates, Inc., parallels 
Spiritual Mobilization in function and point of view. Among 
the other members are Felix Morley, Ely Culbertson, Roger 
W. Babson, Edgar J. Goodspeed, Rupert Hughes, Dr. Robert 
A. Millikan, Dr. Rufus B. von Kleinsmid, Dr. Ray Lyman 
Wilbur, and, for reasons which I cannot fathom, Dr. Robert 
Gordon Sproul, president of the University of California. 
Non-denominational and ‘non-political’, Spiritual Mobiliza- 
tion is devoted to the ‘spiritual’ preservation of freedom and 
thus enjoys tax exemption. It is impossible, however, to 
accept its claim to be ‘non-political’. In a series of advertise- 
ments in the religious press, it steadily attacked the New 
Deal as ‘pagan stateism’. While purporting to be ‘anti- 
fascistic, anti-communistic, and anti-stateistic’, Spiritual 
Mobilization has never, so far as my research indicates, given 
much attention to fascism; but it has been obsessed with 
communism. The ideology of Spiritual Mobilization is 
largely derived from a treatise which it has circulated through 
the country, ‘The New Leviathan’, by Paul Hutchinson, man- 
aging editor of the Christian Century. Mr. Hutchinson has 
maintained a discreet silence about Dr. Fifield’s admiration. 
The appearance of these ads in the religious press and in 
such publications as Gerald B. Winrod’s Defender evoked 
widespread protests from various liberal clergymen; caustic 
comments were made by Reinhold Neibuhr in Christianity 
and Crisis (Dec. 9, 1946) and by Harry F. Ward in Social 
Questions (April, 1945). In a resolution adopted at the 
Western Unitarian Conference in 1944, 116 Unitarian minis- 
ters and laymen asked Dr. Fifield to explain why he did not 
solicit funds from the clergymen or the churches participat- 
ing in the program of Spiritual Mobilization. He replied that 
since ‘non-ministers who have a common stake in the Ameri- 
can and Christian traditions cannot contribute service,’ it 
was ‘only natural- that they give substance instead’ and pro- 
vide for our ‘modest budget’. The budget for last year, how- 
ever, was $170,000, which can hardly be regarded as ‘mod- 
est’, except by such gifted fund-raisers as Dr. Fifield, and 
‘non-ministers’ is at best a vague identification of the con- 
tributors. According to a story in the New York Post, Dr. 
Fifield is supposed to have garnered $50,000 for Spiritual 
Mobilization after an impassioned speech on ‘pagan stateism’ 
at a luncheon meeting of the National Association of Manu- 
facturers in 1944. While he has denied that the N.A.M. is 
a contributor, Dr. Fifield has said nothing about its mem- 
bers. The continuing protests against the Spiritual Mobili- 
zation advertisements finally provoked a terse announcement 
by the Christian Century, on January 22, 1947, that ‘the 
advertising has now come to an end and will not be renewed’. 
If the ads were consistently vague and frequently confus- 
ing, the hundreds of thousands of brochures which Spiritual 
Mobilization has distributed to the American clergy are quite 
the opposite. Among them are such pamphlets as ‘Stateism’s 
perils’ by Upton Close, attacking the integrity of Selective 
Service administration in war time; ‘Facts, Figures and 
Promises’ by Senator Albert W. Hawkes; ‘Collectivist 
Trends’ by Herbert Hoover; and ‘Bureaucracy at Work’ by 
Channing Pollack. Nor can it be said that the suggested 
‘reading list’ is altogether impartial, since it gives high prior- 
ity to such works as ‘Man versus the State’ by Herbert Spen- 
cer, ‘Meet Your Congress’ by John T. Flynn, ‘Omnipotent 
Government’ by Ludwig von Mises, ‘Religion Worth Having’ 
by Thomas Nixon Carver (pitblished by the Los Angeles 
Chamber of Commerce), and, invariably, ‘The Road to 
Serfdom’ by F. A. Hayek. | 
Certainly there is nothing ambiguous about Dr. Fifield’s 
personal political convictions, which naturally find reflec- 
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tion in the organization he dominates. An editorial in the 
bulletin of the First Congregational Church for October 15, 
1942, expressed frankly the following views: “The vast 
majority of people prefer to be led rather than to lead. The 
processes of so-called ‘democracy’ would be little short of 
torture to nine-tenths of the inhabitants of the world 

Much of the energy of our so-called ‘most 
civilized’ people has been quite unconsciously spent in trying 
to thwart..the laws of nature, which would make the fittest 
survive, and in supporting and upbuilding the weak, whom 
nature would destroy and who, if not allowed to pass off the 
scene as nature has decreed, rapidly multiply and numerically 
overpower those very people and nations who have sacrificed 
for their continued existence”. .This crude paraphrase of 
Herbert Spencer was unsigned, but it must have pleased Dr. 
Fifield for he ordered 10,000 extra copies printed. 

On March 3, 1946, while serving as a member of Mayor 
Fletcher Bowron’s Home Front Unity Committee, Dr. Fifield 
preached a sermon on Interracial Understanding, using as 
his text the passage in Acts 17:26, ‘. . . of one blood all 
nations. In the course of this remarkable sermon he charged 
that cooperation with Catholics was ‘most difficult’, spanked 
the Jews for a number of imaginary derelictions (‘Jewish 
relations in Los Angeles are moving on toward the pogroms 
against them in Germany’), and opposed the elimination of 
restrictive covenants. He then proceeded to castigate a 
Negro woman physician of national reputation in the field 
of public health for having sought and obtained membership 
in the Women’s University Club of Los Angeles. As a con- 
cluding note he said: ‘Los Angeles has got to mature, 
socially and spiritually. It is no longer a big town but a 
big city .. .. There is in it room for the Negro, the Mexican, 
Jew, Japanese, Chinese, and all other groups... But there 
has got to be room in it also for us Anglo-Saxons—who are 
a minority group, planet-wide.” ; 

In a sermon on Christian Race Relations which he preached 
on August 4, 1946, Dr. Fifield referred to himself as “the 
best friend the minorities have in Los Angeles.” He began 
by saying that he had been raised by “a Negro mammy”, but 
apparently he would not want his ‘mammy’ as a next-door 
neighbor, for he vigorously condemned “the efforts of minori- 
ties to push in where they are not wanted’. In the same ser- 
mon he denounced public protest over the exclusion from 
Constitution Hall of the great Negro singer, Marian Ander- 
son, as ‘an abomination unto the Lord’ and attacked a 
proposed state measure for a Fair Employments Practices 
Committee. Boasting familiarity with ‘hundreds of official — 
reports’ he declared that he had ‘never found a single incident 
of discrimination’. “If,” he said, “a black man gets in the 
way of a policeman’s club, he get’s hit .. . We do not intend 
to turn the town over to Jews, Mexicans and Negroes.” 

For those representatives of wealth in Los Angeles who 
have not been sufficiently impressed with the propaganda 
zeal of Spiritual Mobilization, Dr. Fifield has formed still 
another successful organization, Government Research, Ine. | 
This concern watches municipal bond issues, pension plans for — 
city employees, and related matters with the same eagle eye 
that Spiritual Mobilization fastens on “pagan stateism”. 

In telling the story of how he came to found Spiritual. 
Mobilization, Dr. Fifield sorrowfully records that at first a— 
number of fellow-ministers condemned the project for its 
lack of social vision. And then one day a business man came 
to see him and expressed deep concern “for the future of 
free enterprise”. He then realized that the freedoms must 
stand or fall together—free enterprise and religious freedom 
freedom for monopolies and freedom of press. After that 
he never questioned the good faith of those apostles of rugged 
individualism who have come to him in his hour of doubt, like 
Elijah’s ravens, bringing timely gifts; nor can it be said 
that their trust in him has been misplaced. = 
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The USA and USSR Can and MUST Get Along 


Irnvinc H. Fuamn * 


In view of the inflammatory headlines in our press, it 
was only natural that the dinner table conversation should 
get around to Russia. One of the guests, a lawyer, whom we 
will call Jones, was especially articulate. 

“Those Russians should be stopped. They are a menace 
to the world just like Hitler. Their communistie system 
is just another ruthless dictatorship like the Nazis’. And 
anybody who prefers that to democracy ought to be sent 
to Russia.” : 

“But, Jones, the 
democracy.” 

“How ean they if they have Communism?” 

“In the first place they don’t have Communism. They 
eall their system Socialist. But let’s pass that for the moment. 
What is your understanding of the term ‘Communism’?” 

“No Communism in Russia? That’s a new one. Well, 
Communism or Socialism. It means dictatorship, tyranny, 
slavery.” 

“Ts that your definition?” 

“Maybe it isn’t a dictionary definition. But isn’t that the 
effect? I suppose it means a system under which the state 
owns everything and tells everybody where to work, what to 
do and how to live.” 

Further questioning brought out that Jones’ impressions 
were formed from newspaper reports. Like so many others 
he was passing final judgment on a new civilization about 
which hundreds of scholarly books have been written, with- 
out having read even one. If that is true of a lawyer trained 
to inquire, how much more must it be true of the rank and 
file citizen with less education, his reading limited almost 
entirely to newspapers, popular magazines and comic strips? 
Is it any wonder that there is a strong anti-Soviet bias in 
a land where the commercial press is so hostile and un- 
friendly? A Bernard Shaw may be universally admired for 
his delightful quips and each will be widely quoted in the 
press, except when it is a comment favorable to Russia. 
But give the press a renegade who “escaped the brutal 
Russian tyranny” and you will find his tales featured on mil- 
lions of pages. Why accept tales of Russian traitors any 
more than those of our own? Traitors are usually vendors of 
spurious wares. In a strange land where the press is so 
generous to them, that becomes the easiest livelihood. 

And why is the press hostile to Russia? Perhaps it is 
because, as the late William Allen White, himself a news- 
paperman, once said, the press is Big Business; and Big 
Business has been dreadfully afraid that the success of the 
Russian experiment would bring doom to their way of life. 
_ This may be an oversimplification, but it hits reasonably 
close. 

The pity of it all is that the talents of many of our best 
journalists are employed by the anti-Soviet crusaders. In 
a commercial civilization, where literary output is sold in 
markets dominated by Big Business, it is only natural that 
journalists should somehow—consciously or otherwise— 


Russians too say they believe in 


adjust themselves to the preferences of those who control . 


the best-paying markets. Just as lawyers are somehow nearly 
always “sold” on their client’s side of the case, so many pro- 
fessional journalists become special pleaders, catering to 
the best-paying clients. To them, the evils in the Soviet 
Union are a more saleable product than the virtues. And, 
of course, there are evils to be found there, as in every 
other land. There is a measure of truth in the “discoveries” 
about one-party dictatorship, secret police, purges, suppres- 
sion of free speech, etc., etc. But what are the reasons for 

these things and to what extent are they magnified? And 
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why stress them to the exclusion of other important facts? 
I recall that one of our best known anti-Soviet writers 
started a pamphlet (1939) as follows: 


“Unquestionably, a vast amount has been achieved (in 
Russia) within a comparatively short space of time. A 
primitive agricultural society is being transfofmed into a 
modern industrial nation. Greater production has been 
achieved and the basis laid for a higher living standard 
in the future. Unemployment has been eliminated and 
some measure of general economic security provided. A 
huge increase in literacy has been attained, higher educa- 
tion encouraged, science fostered and health service vastly 
improved. Scientists, musicians and artists enjoy economic 
security, free from the whims of wealthy patrons. The 
persecution of national or racial minorities has been 
stopped and the national minorities placed on a level of 
equality with the Russians. Race or color has been made 
no bar to high office; women have been raised legally to a 
level of equality with men. The worker is honored and a 
privileged class, based on ownership or birth, no longer 
exists. Above all, Soviet Russia has demonstrated that 
the private capitalist is not necessary to production, that 
government ownership does work, that national planning 
is of enormous value.” 


This sweeping summary was followed by sixty pages de- 
voted entirely to a rehashing of evils and failures, each magni- 
fied, emphasized and drawn out to the point of boredom. The 
virtues were hurriedly glossed over in the opening paragraph 
although they deserved most of the pages; for what othet 
nation in world history could boast of comparable advances 
in one generation? 

Russia’s shortcomings have been discussed objectively by 
many writers of high repute. I have been exposed to nearly 
all of the anti-Soviet journalists, have read their books and 
articles and I would not discourage anyone else from read- 
ing them, provided, however, that he read also, as an antidote, 
the works of men and women who seem more able to afford 
the luxury of intellectual independence—scholarly educators, 
students of Russia, honest journalists, scientists, philosophers, 
churchmen and business men and many others. Among them 
are such names as Samuel Harper, Sidney and Beatrice 
Webb, Harold Laski, J. Alvarez Del Vayo, Hewlett Johnson, 
Dean of Canterbury, Frederick L. Schuman, Ralph Barton 
Perry, Corliss Lamont, Wendell Willkie, Henry Wallace, 
Claude Pepper, Joseph E. Davies, Jerome Davis, Albert 
Rhys Williams, Eric Johnson, Donald Nelson, Richard 
Lauterbach, Edgar Snow, Leland Stowe, Alexander Werth, 
Harry F. Ward, Scott Nearing and many others. 

I take pains to mention some of these because after 
reading their output, I feel that I have acquired an under- 
standing which enables me to distinguish between the sin- 
cere and scholarly critic and the dreamy perfectionist, or 
worse yet, the clever huckster of shoddy wares, for whom 
Russia’s “iron curtain” seems to conceal only its virtues. 

The enemies of Russia seem to fall into two main groups. 
Those who believe that political democracy can never emerge 
in that country and those fear that it will emerge. In the 
first group you will find many people of goodwill—mostly 
liberals and socialists. Time will tell whether they were 
misled and formed final judgments too soon. But time may 
not repair the damage being done by them as cat’s paws 
of the second group, for in that group are the reactionaries 
and the fascist-minded. Though they sneer at the demo- 
cratic aspirations of the liberals, they do not hesitate to — 
capitalize on their prestige in order to promote their own 
selfish ends. At this crucial point in history it is dangerous 


to help the smear campaign which links Russian aims and 
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ideals with those of a Hitler who was created to serve the 
ends of the reactionaries. The Russians at least have demo- 
cratic aspirations, and given a peaceful world, they have a 
good chance to realize those aspirations. Unrealistie liberals 
who expend their energies guarding against “totalitarianism 
of the right or left” had better remember that it is the fascists 
who are the real threat to human freedom. 

It is only natural that different peoples, residing in different 
lands, with different backgrounds, customs, habits, languages 
and resources, should have different cultures. We Americans, 
with our tradition of civil liberties and free speech, would 
find Russia a difficult place in which to live. But, as I read 
the evidence, her harsh disciplines are tied up with her fears 
of a hostile world. When those fears are allayed, the dis- 
ciplines will very likely be relaxed. In the meanwhile, let 
us keep in mind that the rank and file in Russia do not share 
the pessimism of our intellectual libertarians. They feel that 
they have made considerable progress since tsarist days and 
will eventually enjoy all the civil rights we have. In any ease, 
we cannot improve their lot by a war against their govern- 
ment. 

We may disapprove of many Russian institutions. There 
is no harm in our discussing in a constructive way, the 
shortcomings in the Soviet system. But let’s get the facts 
first. After all, in the early years of our nation, our people 
enjoyed few civil rights; and even today many of our citi- 
zens are denied rights granted under our Constitution. We 
can each stand a bit of good-natured ribbing about our 
respective shortcomings. But beyond that let’s leave to each 
nation its own solutions. 

If we Americans consider our social system superior, let’s 
also keep in mind that the Russians regard theirs as superior, 
and indeed seem to have more confidence in their future 
than we in ours. Time will bring about many changes in 
both societies. The late Justice Brandeis attributed much of 
our progress to the fact that individual states were willing 
to serve as experimental laboratories for new and radical 
ideas. If the Russians choose to use their nation as such a 
laboratory, instead of sniping at them, let’s watch her experi-, 
ments closely to see if they yield any useful information. 

That, to me, is the proper approach towards Russia, not 
only for the rank and file American, but even for the capital- 
ist; for only in a peaceful world can he protect his position. 
War destroys his capital. War multiplies his tax load. War 
drives the masses leftward, and the next one may drive them 
all the way. As a minor capitalist, I can think of no greater 
threat to my investments than another war. The last one 
increased our national debt ten-fold, and the next one will 
increase the present one ten-fold, not to mention the destrue- 
tion of homes, factories and skyscrapers that we have luckily 
so far escaped. It is we capitalists and Big Business who 
have most to lose by war and most to gain by peace. Let’s 
not encourage our press to inflame the citizenry against the 
nation that can best help us to maintain peace. 

The United States and the Soviet Union are now the two 
most powerful nations in the world. Each has in its camp 
many followers, some by conviction, others because of eco- 
nomic or military advantages or pressures. In a world 
divided between two hostile camps, no one, be he rich or poor, 
ean feel secure. In this twentieth century world, where 
oceans and distances are no barriers to atomie and bacterio- 
logical weapons carried in automatic rockets by remote con- 
trol—in such a world, one’s wealth affords little security for 
oneself or one’s family. Only a peaceful, cooperative world 
affords security. And that kind of world ean be assured by 
the two most powerful nations—U.S.A. and U.S.R.R. When 
those two nations cooperate to keep the peace, who will dare 
undertake a war of aggression? . 

The anti-Soviet crusaders have led us to believe that Russia 
is herself an aggressor bent on swallowing the world. Didn’t 
she take over the little Baltic states, parts of Finland, 
Poland and Romania? Students of history point out that this 
was Russian territory taken away by force when she was 
weakened by revolution and war; that in this sense it is not 


Social Questions Bulletin 


aggression but a recovery of land stolen from her. There 
is the further contention that these recoveries are approved by 
the overwhelming majority of the people in each territory. 
That, if true, (and I believe it is) is the decisive factor. 
The will of the people at large, not merely the ruling or 
propertied elements, should govern. 

But there is still another consideration, namely that 
Russia, by her sacrifices during the recent war and her back- 
ground ofsexperience, has earned the right to security for 
her borders. Surely Russia’s claims in this respect have at 
least as much merit as our own. Two invasions of her land 
in one generation, the brutal murder of millions of her 
people, the devastation of her cities and destruction of hun- 
dreds of thousands_of homes and factories—these are horrors 
that the Russians actually experienced. If this has produced 
fear and suspicion and a frantie quest for security, the 
behavior is quite understandable—especially when you recall 
that Hitler’s gigantic military machine was built up_ by 
design and financed by reactionary interests who stupidly 
thought that the best way to head off Communism was by 
stirring up a war against Russia. Shall we let them try 
that again? , 

It is only in terms of security, not aggression, expansion or 
imperialism, that one can explain Russia’s attempts to extend 
her influence in the nations on or near her borders and to 
insist that the government of those nations be friendly. No 
other explanation makes sense; for the Soviet Union, unlike 
those nations that were inclined toward imperialistic ventures, ~ 
does not exploit other peoples. There is no evidence that she 
has ever tried to profit economically at the expense of her 
neighbor nations or “inferior races”. 

For a great power to insist upon security is nothing unusual 
in this predatory world of ours. All the great nations, our 
own included, have at one time or another used coercion— 
economie or military or both—to overthrow unfriendly govern- 
ments near their borders; and often they have gone far 
beyond their borders. Witness our present race for strategic 
bases and island trusteeship. Our Monroe Doctrine, though 
we may pretend that its purpose was altruistic and paternal, 
was issued as a warning to Europe that we intend to maintain 
preferential rights and influence in our hemisphere. At 
present, though we are not threatened, as is Russia, our 
“spheres of influence” extend thousands of miles from our 
borders and we have authorized the largest peacetime military 
appropriation in our history to preserve that influence. 
Under the circumstances, Russia’s insistence upon a sphere of 
influence near her own land is quite understandable. With 
powerful interests supporting reaction in many lands and 
urging an Aglo-American alliance against Russia, with men 
of influence calling for the immediate use of our atomic 
bombs on Russian cities, with newspaper headlines to condi- 
tion the minds of the American people against her, with 
military bases all over the world, some near Russian cities, 
with an unprecedented peacetime military appropriation of 
13 billion for “defense,” all this coupled with the recollection 
of old intrigues and Russia’s terrifying experiences in two 
invasions, explains Russia’s “expansionism,” not any real 
desire for more land. She already has plenty of land, rich 
in resources, and needs only peace to develop it. She needs 
no war to solve problems of unemployment or surpluses. 
To her, war is a calamity which calls for sacrifice by every 
citizen, rich or poor. None can profit by it. The nature of 
Russia’s economy, her persistent campaigns for collective 
security, her willingness to join the United Nations and her 
present campaign for disarmament—all these add up to only _ 
one thing: security, not imperialist expansion. - 

Some day we may have a world that is disarmed and 
peaceful, and social systems‘in ‘which outside pressures are 
unnecessary. When that day comes, when there is no danger 
of another invasion of her land, I am confident that Russia — 
will Joingpath the peace-loving nations in some form of | 
world government. = 

In the meanwhile, the United States and Russia are the 

| (Continued on page 128) = 
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“insufferable sentimentality“ 


Atson J. Smira 


Last year at Kansas City the national meeting of 
MFSA affirmed opposition to the Marshall Plan and fei 
for a true European Recovery Program based on the 
United Nations, although the Plan itself was not named in 
the resolution. This was a majority action taken with the 
knowledge that there was a large and voluble minority of 
our membership which supported the Marshall Plan and 
intended to go on supporting it. Indeed, several of our 
bishops, among them good friends of the MFSA, were 
sponsors of the Committee For The Marshall Plan. The 
Plan undoubtedly has the support of the great majority of 
conscientious American Protestants. We have no quarrel 
with them and love them as brethren even while we deplore 
what seems to us a tragic misapprehension of ERP on 
their part. 


We do not favor ERP for the following reasons: 

(1) The economic heart of the Marshall Plan is the 
rebuilding of Germany as the heavy industry production 
center of Europe. The dismantling of the Ruhr and other 
great German industrial plants for shipment as reparations 
to France, Holland, Russia, and Britain, originally called 
for in the Potsdam Agreement, has been stopped. The old 
cartel Germany is to be rebuilt with American money exactly 
as it was after World War I and for exactly the same 
reason—to create a German buffer against the domination 
of Europe by another power—France in 1919, Russia today. 
The ‘‘internationalization’’ of the Ruhr, which has been 
ealled for by Mr. Dulles, is international control, not owner- 
ship. The Krupps, Flicks, and Bosch’s would own as they 
did before and would be free to rebuild the cartels, as long as 
they used them only as directed by the “international” 
(British and American) trustees. That is, as long as they used 
them to build a war base against Russia. This means the 
subordination of all other European industry to German 
industry, and explains why France is so lukewarm to this 
phase of Marshall Plan operation. 


(2) The Marshall Plan is only incidentally a program for 
reviving the economic life of Europe. Primarily it is a plan 
to build a strong ‘‘base of future operations’’ on the 
European continent. The current controversy over whether 
or not Franco Spain shall be admitted to its benefits is a 
case in point. When Senator Gurney returns from Europe 
and calls for the immediate admission of Spain to the UN 
and the extension of the Marshall Plan to that country, he 
may be shocking some of our naive brethren who have 
supported the Plan, to which we can only say, what did you 
expect? And nothing will show the Marshall Plan for 
what it is more than its extension to Franco’s jail-state. 


(3) Insofar as the Marshall Plan does seek the rebuild- 
ing of the European economy, it does so in order to provide 
a stable market for American investment. $300,000,000 of 
ERP money has been set aside for the specific purpose of 
safeguarding American investment in Kurope. What ERP 
seeks is not the rebuilding of Europe but the rebuilding of 
a particular kind of Kurope—a capitalist Kurope, safe for 
investment and exploitation. Hence the appointment of the 
notorious Thomas MeKissick as a deputy administrator 
of ERP. All during the war McKissick was head of the 
Bank of International Settlements in Switzerland—a Nazi 
front. yess ; 

(4) Like the so-called Truman Doctrine, the Marshall 
Plan bypasses the United Nations. It is a unilateral Ameri- 
can effort to create a Europe in the image of the Wall 
- Street—General Staff clique now in control in Washington— 
the Forrestals (Dillon, Read and Co.), the Drapers (Dillon, 
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Read and Co.), the Harrimans (Brown Brothers and Harri- 
man) and the Dulles’s (Sullivan and Cromwell). 


We are in favor of the rebuilding of Europe with Ameri- 
can money. As much money as is needed. But we want the 
rebuilding to proceed on the assumption that the countries 
benefiting by it are free to create whatever domestic 
economies they see fit, whatever political structures they 
wish, and to do it in peace and without interference. This, 
it seems to us, cannot be done by ERP as now set up. It 
could be done by an ERP directed by a UN Commission. 


At Amsterdam Reinhold Niebuhr said one thing with 
which we certainly agree. That was that the Protestant 
churches of America, by and large, have been unable to 
free themselves of an ‘‘insufferable sentimentality’’. He 
is right. And it is this well-meaning but hideously unper- 
ceptive sentimentality that keeps so many of us lined up 
for all the world like Al Capp’s beneficent schmoos behind 
every ‘‘do-good’’ program and panacea that is presented 
to us. That is why so many of us uncritically support the 
Marshall Plan, and that is why we devise and support 
utterly naive and unrealistic plans for combatting Com- 
munism in the mission field. The sorge and angst of a 
stricken world, we think, will be miraculously transformed 
by a cheery formula or a militant program—ERP, or a 
Crusade For Christ and His Church, (Whatever happened 
to that Crusade For a New World Order, by the way?) or 
some such. 

Dostoyevsky once observed that “people are people, and 
not the keys to a piano’’. 


(Continued on page 125) 
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Do Professors Have Rights ? 


Norman Mater * 


There are always many ways to tell a story, but I think 
I shall begin this one in Dr. Hale’s office. 

His full name is Lincoln B. Hale and he is the president of 
Evansville College. He is a man of medium height, middle- 
aged, with a broad bland face, a very small mouth, and the 
appearance of a successful business man. His voice and 
the manner in which he phrases his sentences indicate that he 
is a practised public speaker. 

I went to see him without any advance announcement, and, 
mistaking me for a student, he invited me into his office. 
I sat down and told him that I was a reporter from the 
New York Post Home News, and that I wanted to ask him 
about the Parker case. 

A certain nervous explosion took place within him. His 
face became very red, his voice shook with anger, and a 
muscle in his cheek began to quiver powerfully. He removed 
his eye-glasses, inserted the tortoise-shell bows in opposite 
corners of his mouth, and bit on them furiously. 

“Who are you? Why are you here? I don’t see why I 
should answer any of your questions,” he told me in a 
trembling voice. 

I answered that in fairness to the college and himself he 
should give his side of the story. 

“T’m not going to be crucified by you,” he said, and then 
wanted to see my credentials. “Is The Post a Wallace paper?” 
he asked, “What’s your policy?” 

I didn’t know the policy. In order to get the interview I 
said that The Post Home News was supporting Truman. 

“Well, now let me ask you a couple of questions,” he said. 
“Why is The Post- suddenly raking this thing up. It’s no 
longer news. It’s dead.” 

I explained that this was to be a feature story, and that 
The Post Home News was a liberal paper with a strong policy 
of supporting civil liberties. 

He got out of his seat and closed the doors to his office. 
“T don’t know,” he’said. “Your story doesn’t satisfy me. I’m 
going to have to call the chairman of the board of trustees, 
and discuss it with him.” He telephoned Richard McGinnis, 
the chairman, and said, “Hello, Rick, this is Line.” He then 
described his situation. When he had hung up, he asked me 
again why The Post Home News had suddenly sent me down, 
and I gave him the same answer, and added that it judged 
the story might be of some interest to its readers. 

“Do you think New York is representative of America?” 
he asked me. 

Then, having decided that he would talk to me, he sat back 
in his chair and, making an effort to control himself, he 
bit furiously again upon his eyeglasses. 

This may be a conceit on my part, but my feeling at the 
time was that Dr. Hale was experiencing the shock of seeing 
the buried walk again. 


Something About Evansville 


Actually, in history (and I think the Parker case will be 
mentioned eventually in history textbooks), this story has its 
beginnings almost a year.ago, or in another sense 30 years ago. 

I am hardly the person qualified to write the 30-year his- 
tory. I spent four days in Evansville, and spoke to about 20 
people. Four days and 20 people is a great deal more material 
than I can include in this article, but it is not an exhaustive 
study. I can only sketch the highlights of Parker’s dismissal, 
and add a few conclusions of my own. 

But, first, a little about Evansville. It is a city of 130,000 
people, located in Southern Indiana across the Ohio River 
from Kentucky. The City Directory of 1948 mentions that 
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without threats—and without agreement. Three weeks later 


necessity of listening to people with whom you disagree. _ 


it has 200 manufacturing establishments, and is located 75 
miles from the center of population of the United States. 
There is a busy shopping street called Main St. which is 
eight blocks long, and from it the city spreads out in miles 
of residential streets and small frame houses. With the 
exception of its industry, which is comparatively heavy, there 
is not much to distinguish Evansville from any one of a 
number of Midwestern cities of that size. 


Once a Klan Center 


It is worth mentioning that Evansville is a marginal South- 
ern city, and that in the 20’s it was a center of Klan activity. 
Also, there has been in the last year an extremely vigorous 
anti-Wallace campaign. Nearly all the townspeople I talked 
to thought that Wallace was a Communist. Some of his 
support has come from the most militant labor leaders in 
Evansville, and the largest corporation in Evansville have 
succeeded recently in smashing that leadership in UE Local 
813. The storm which was to swirl around Parker had its 
origins, I believe, in the anti-Wallace hysteria which was 
developed calculatedly in the city. 

The college was moved to Evansville from Aurora, Ind., 
during the first World War. It came into existence through 
the efforts of the Evansville Chamber of Commerce, which 
raised the money. Its operating funds now are drawn from 
the large corporations in town and, we may assume safely, 
the more prosperous townspeople. The college has had its 
financial difficulties in the past, but since the last war it has 
grown considerably. In 1947 five new buildings were com- 
pleted, including a $700,000 Engineering Science Building. 
The funds for all this have been raised largely through the 
efforts of Dr. Hale, who was called an extremely capable 
administrator by almost everyone to whom I spoke. 

And in appearance the college demonstrates its growth. 
It has a raw, unfinished look. Almost all the buildings are of 
one-story wood construction, built in successive wings like 
Army post hospitals. It is obviously a college in the process 
of growing, and its day enrollment has tripled since the war. 


Studying for Divinity 

George Parker was hired as an assistant professor in Bible 
and philosophy for the school year of 1947-1948. A young 
man, about 30, he was studying at the time for his doctorate 
in Divinity at Yale. He taught the first semester without 
incident, and was considered almost unanimously an excel- 
lent and stimulating teacher. In Janury of 1948, because 
of personal convictions, he accepted the chairmanship of the 
Vanderburgh County Citizens for Wallace. Shortly after- 
ward, Dr. Hale received a notice of that in a newspaper from 
a faculty member. The clipping had a note penciled to it. 
The note said, “Hale, this is dynamite for Evansville College.” 

On March 1, it was announced that Henry Wallace would 
appear in Evansville on April 6. Hale talked to Parker and 
asked him to resign his chairmanship, but the talk was made 


Hale renewed Parker’s contract for the following year. He 
told me that he had seen no mention in the papers of Parker’s 
activity, and that he assumed Parker was inactive. There 
appeared, however, from time to time small notes in the local 
Evansville papers on the approaching Wallace meeting and 
Parker’s name was included. 

When Wallace spoke, the first products of the anti-Wallace — 
campaign were a large crowd of hoodlums who picketed the 
auditorium, charged into the lobby, banged on doors and_ 
windows, punched a few Wallace supporters, and jeered 
and heckled the speakers. Parker gave the religious invoca- 
tion at that meeting, and then spoke for five minutes on the 
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November, 1948 


Two days later, after a secret meeting of the board of 
trustees of Evansville College, he was asked to resign. Hale’s 
statement to the papers said that it was for “political activity 
both off and on the campus.” And, conceivably to his future 
regret, Hale added that there had been many’ protests from 
“business, social, and civic leaders of the community.” 

Parker’s dismissal created a strong reaction among Evans- 
ville students. A committee, hastily formed, and composed of 
honor students and the editors of the Evansville Crescent 
(which had been judged in a nation-wide contest as one of 
the best campus newspapers in the country), spent the night 
preparing a mimeographed protest to distribute to the stu- 
dent body the next morning. The protests were handed out 
before classes, and by 11 o’clock hundreds of “students had 
massed on the campus. Students spoke for Parker, students 
spoke for the college, and after many bitter arguments a 
student fact-finding committee was formed. Three spokesmen 
for the college and three spokesmen for Parker composed it. 
This student committee turned in a report with 27 established 
facts, and on the basis of it two petitions were circulated. 
The Parker students were defeated, 324 to 238. The men who 
were against Parker considered the college to be vindicated, 
and the pro-Parker students in turn pointed out that in the 
conservative atmosphere of the college the vote could be con- 
sidered a moral victory. It is worth mentioning, I think, 
that with the exception of one or two students there were no 
Wallace men among the pro-Parker students. They had 
reacted on the basis that an injustice had been done, and that 
a teacher had the right to express his political idea. 

It is impossible to do more than summarize a few of the 
many protests the college received. A Methodist-sponsored 
school, it was rebuked by Bishop Titus Lowe in Indianapolis 
and was condemned by the Indiana Methodist Conference. 
Ninety-one faculty members in Indiana University attacked 
Evansville College in a signed petition. And there were 
letters and editorials in newspapers. 

Parker refused to resign, and appealed his case to the 
American Association of University Professors, the profes- 
sor’s guild. The college relieved him of his classes, and paid 
his salary in full. It refused, however, to give him a hearing 
after a meeting with representatives of the AAUP. ; 

Parker and his wife left for Europe on a Friend’s Work 
project in which they had enrolled before the Wallace meet- 
ing. The uproar and excitement slowly quieted. By the time 
I visited Evansville the case was comparatively forgotten. 
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In talking to me, Dr. Hale said at one point, “You've got 
to realize that this college was built with community money, 
and I think the community has some say in how it’s run. 

“We have no segregation in the college—and there is in the 
high schools. We've quietly gone about the job of creating 
a better society. But without flag-waving.” 

I asked him for the names of the business, civie and social 
leaders whose protests he had mentioned in the first statement 
to the press. 

“T don’t see what difference that makes. There are over- 
tones and undertones to everything. You ean pick up your 
story without knowing.” My question had produced another 
small nervous explosion. “Now, look,” he told me, “T like 
to think of the college as a service-station of education. It’s 
one of my favorite phrases. We're related to the broad 
educational needs of the community the way a gas station 
is to the needs of an auto. I also like to think of the col- 
lege,” he added, “as a lighthouse of achievement, brotherhood 
and beauty.” te 

We talked for a while about Parker’s political activities on 
campus. Once in a class in logic, entitled, “How to get the 
facts,” a student had asked how one got the facts on Henry 
Wallace. Parker had made no answer at the time, but at 
the next class he brought in some Wallace literature, and said 
at the end of class. “This is Wallace progaganda. You may 
take some if you so desire.” In another section of the same 
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class, he made the same speech. I asked Hale if that were 
all of Parker’s political activity on campus. 


‘All We Need to Know’ 

“To us the fact that evidence exists is all we need to know,” 
Hale said. He then read me a statement on academic free- 
dom put out by the American Assn. of University Professors 
in 1940. I cannot go in to a discussion of that because it is 
too long and too technical, but I think it suffices to say that 
the college and Parker have interpreted it differently, and 
since the college itself was not guided by AAUP principles 
in discharging Parker, it has no particular relevance. 

I asked what would have happened if Parker’s political 
activity had been confined to “off the campus.” 

Hale said, “That’s a hypothetical question and I can’t 
answer it.” 

I mentioned that a man named Heber F. Walker had run 
for office as a Democrat in the ’30s while he was a faculty 
member of Evansville College, and Hale said that “had been 
a different situation.” 

I then asked what I think is the key question. “Dr. Hale, 
the college has a long record of work with the community. 
It has roots in the community. How could one man endanger 
it? Why didn’t the college, if it felt it necessary, make a 
statement that the activities of Mr. Parker were in no way 
related to the policy of Evansville College?” 

“Tt wouldn’t have worked. This is a new college and its 
roots are not as strong as other colleges. It wouldn’t take 
too big a wind to blow Evansville College down.” 

At the end of the interview, Dr. Hale said that he wanted 
to see how I would quote him. I told him that I resented 
the request. 

He then asked again, “Well, then how am I going to know 
if you crucify me or not?’ JI told him that he would have to 
depend on the ethics of journalism. “That’s not much to 
depend on these days,” he answered me. “This is Evansville, 
and New York is a long way away.” He shook his head. 
“You sure are different from the reporters around here.” 

Our interview ended on that tone. In the outer office I 
noticed a framed drawing of the proposed Student Union 
building. The drawing was given with the compliments of 
the Servel Corporation. 

The interview lasted over an hour. Many things we dis- 
cussed I have not been able to include, for lack of space. 
None of the omissions is important, I believe, and I have 
also had to omit a great amount of material which was given 
me by people who were sympathetic to Parker. 
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Another Solution Possible 


I want to finish this piece by giving a few of my own inter- 
pretations. 

I think there is no doubt that after the Wallace meeting 
the college was in trouble. But I do not think that the solu- 
tion was to dismiss Parker. At no time was an attempt con- 
sidered to put the case before the community, to state that 
the college was not being represented by Parker, and that 
in an American tradition of academic freedom and civil 
liberties an instructor is entitled to his political beliefs. The 
members of the board of trustees included the most influential 
members of the Community. Of the board of 11 men which 
voted for Parker’s dismissal, two were ministers and the rest 
were presidents, vice-presidents and directors of almost all 
the leading banks and corporations in the city. They were 
men who certainly did not have to fear for their own position. 
There is no reason to believe that a vigorous campaign led 
by these men to protect the academic liberty of the college 
could not have succeeded against any attacks and threats 
to the college. As an example of the kind of support that 
could have enlisted for the college if it had chosen to support 
Parker, there was a statement made by O. H. Roberts, Jr., 
president of the Junior Chamber of Commerce, in which 
he said, “The dismissal smacked of Nazi purges.” 

(Continued on page 125) 


Adult Education 


J. SpeNcER KenNarD, JR.” 
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And did you think that God would carry you in arms 
Would coddle as a child, 

And meet life’s problems with his magie charms, 
Would let you slumber passive, mild? 


The goal of faith is not to snuggle 

As babe upon its mother’s breasts; 

But bitter struggle of the man 

Who wrests illusive truth. 

Not in the finding: 

His zest, the quest, 

Life’s strands unwinding. 

He feels he has not wasted youth 

When nearing death, as prize for his long toil, 
He clutches merest fragment of the spoil. 


The mountain peak is high: 

Before the crest is reached he knows he’ll die. 

No warnings check his strike with wind and blinding snow, 
Nor turn him back to warming fire and cozy shack. 

Within his soul an inward glow, 

The fire of God. 

Though fierce the gale he’ll onward plod, 

Till lost in drifts. The storm 

Will wind its shroud about his frozen form. 


He could have purchased “certainty” 
Through many a well-wrought creed; 
Found “knowledge” of eternity 

In “humble faith” and “pious deed.” 


“For surely God,” they say, 

“Would not leave man to wander on his way 
Tossed to and fro, abandoned in the lurch 
Of his imaginings. 

Your haughty quest is worldly snare. 
Unload your fruitless reasonings; 

Learn all you need to know 

From Holy Book and Church. 

Your soul prepare upon the Scripture Road, 
That leads to heaven’s eternal realm; 

Or find repose within the roomy galleon of Rome— 
Well charted course, St. Peter at the helm— 
To bring you safe to a celestial home.” 


II. 


But adult souls choose hell: 

They count themselves among the damned. 
Against oppression they rebel 

And share with Christ earth’s reprimand. 


While there’s a race despised, they bare contempt 
While there’s a soul in prison, they’re not free. 
The Son of Man was not exempt; 

They too must share in bondage and the Tree. 


* The Rey. J. Spencer Kennard, Jr., is a former missionary to 
China now naged: in lecturing and writing in New York. | ef 


~ now enter: 


Exalted dreams of solace for earth’s loss— _ 

A mystic shore, the fellowship in God’s eternity 
With parted friends and Him whom they adore— 
Such aims as these are treason to the Cross. 
God kneaded them with common leaven, 

A part of one humanity. 

If comrades in their sin are barred from heaven 
They too are barred. Nor mourn their fate: 
They scorn a pampered class of the elect. 

These men who stand erect count not the cost: 
What care they if their “precious souls” be lost! 
Who follow Christ’s behest make one request, 
The battle fierce, the struggle hard. 


Fair worlds they rear from lowly sod; 

Wipe out old plaints, mould man anew. 

These builders of the promised age of gold 

Are earth’s true saints; companions of the Son of God. 


New York City, 
June 27, 1948. 


In Your Papers 


Representative Hartley, co-author of the Taft-Hartley 
law and Chairman of the House Committee on Education and 
Labor announces that he is considering sponsoring an amend- 
ment to the law under which workers ousted from unions 
for Communist affiliations could also be ousted from their 
jobs. 


The new President of the Catholic War Veterans announces 
that they are opening an “officer candidate school” to train 
men to “fight against communism.” Two veterans from each 
state are to be trained in Washington and then sent home 
to open similar schools for Catholic veterans in their states. 


From Rome comes word of talk between the Pope and 
Myron Taylor concerning the possibility of our government 
financing Catholic priests, missionaries and functionaries to 
carry on a crusade in various countries in support of our 
foreign policy. Technically it could be done under the con- 
cealed operations of Project X. 


_ From Sumner Welles’ “We Need Not Fail”: “This bank- 
ruptcy of the Security Council had been due to no Soviet 
Veto. It had been due exclusively to the policies of selfish 
and short sighted expediency pursued by Great Britain and 
still more by the United States.” 


Shanghai announces that a democratic coalition govern- 
ment is to be elected by the 45 million inhabitants of the 
North China liberated area. An elected provisional People’s 
Congress of 537 delegates from industrial, commercial and 
professional associations, trade unions and other popular 
organizations, (including members of “the enlightened landed» 
gentry”) will draw up the electoral laws and administrative 
structure. This is a step toward the National People’s Con- 
gress to be held in the near, future. Mao Tse Tung, the 
Communist leader, proclaims that the liberation movement, 
after ten years of resistance against reactionary attack, has 
and that the end of the Chiang Kai Shek regime is in sight. 
ie announces that he favors more aid to Chiang Kai 
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its second period of the advance into all China _ 


Does It Make Sense? 


Metuyin H. Ros * 


This past Spring, while attending a meeting, and during 
a rather heated phase of it, the remark was’made that there 
were very few Jews in the armed forces during World War 
Ii. When it was pointed out that official records showed 
there were upwards of 550,000 men and women of the Jewish 
faith in the armed services, the answer was that if this were 
really true, then they must all have had desk jobs in Wash- 
ington. In the gathering was a Methodist minister who 
explained that the number of Jewish boys he buried, in his 
capacity as chaplain with the air forces during the conflict, 
didn’t require six feet of Mother Earth over them because 
they sat behind desks in Washington. Of course, the fact 
that Jerry Steinberg with an LLB degree and a voluntary 
enlistment got himself all shot up for the same motivating 
principles as any “Christian” doesn’t mean a thing to any 
individual or group which gloats over and literally feeds 
on race and religious hatred. And in the same vein, neither 
does Larry Brody’s nor Isaac Murov’s amputations nor 
Francis Bresler, a father although he didn’t know it and 
never had a chance to hold his baby in his arms, for he was 
lnlled in France along with nineteen other Bridgeport Jews 
serving with the seventeen hundred of an incomplete list 
of Soldiers, Sailors, Marines, and Coast Guardsmen—all these 
from Bridgeport, Connecticut, U. S. A.—all victims of a 
vicious Washington desk. I specify Bridgeport, Connecticut, 
U.S. A., not only because these men were actually from 
Bridgeport, but because Bridgeport, Connecticut, U. S. A. 
has become known the world over as the typical American 
town. Does it make sense so far? Well don’t stop yet because 


_——a very conclusive argument in the absence of anything a 


little more concrete. Now according to Volume 8 of The 
Wonderland of Knowledge, “in medieval times the Jews 
were forbidden rights other than trade and business and 
these were considered degrading activities at the time. In 
modern times the emphasis of the world on trade and busi- 
ness (economics) naturally carried the trader and businessman 
to a place of high importance in world affairs; and, because 
the Jews were prominent in these activities, they have been a 
major factor in the commerce of nations.” In plain English, 
business was forced down their throats for centuries by 
“Christians” and now this same type “Christian” condemns 
the Jews for being engaged in the nefarious activity of being 
in business. Does it make sense to you yet? 


I know a young Christian girl who married a Jewish boy. 
They were and still are very much in love. Of this union a 
son was born, Edward, now three years old. In appearance 
he resembles any one of a million other small healthy Ameri- 
can children. He likes the same games, cries when he falls 
down just on general principles, and hates to have his ears 
washed. He’s a well mannered child that I would be proud 
to have my own two sons have as a friend or better yet a 
brother. Oh, yes, I forgot to mention, Eddie’s last name is 
Rosenbaum, and he lived in a “Christian” neighborhood in 
the suburbs of our seventh largest city. Oh, he had a mar- 
velous time playing with the children of his own age, that is, 
he had a grand time until the “Christian neighbors” found out 
his last name was Rosenbaum. Pretty soon little Eddie was 
playing by himself and feeling very blue, lonesome, and 


‘race and religious hatreds never make sense anyway. 
; Now comes another intelligent and brilliant piece of rea- 
soning(?). A terrible fire occurred at this typical city’s 


bewildered. You see, allowing a child to be plain Eddie 
Rosenbaum, American, instead of Edward Rosenbaum, Jew, 
is just too much tolerance to expect of a far greater seg- 


largest lumber yard a short time before the above mentioned 
meeting took place with damage of hundreds of thousands 
of dollars in critical building materials. This lumber yard 
was owned by a “Jew” who started it from scratch so of 
course he also started the fire to collect the insurance—accord- 
ing to an “authentic rumor”—in spite of the fact that subse- 
quent investigation on the part of the insurance company 
proved it to be faulty wiring, in spite of the fact that no 
concern is 100% fully insured, in spite of the fact that valu- 
able machinery was destroyed that would take months if not 
years to replace, in spite of the fact that the lumber was 
worth more as lumber than as ashes. All this to slander a 
“Jew” who is an extraordinarily generous contributor to 
1 charitable institutions, both Christian and Jewish, and a 
mber of the board of directors of many. It was an “authen- 

? rumor and oft repeated. : 

w these two arguments were presented by two “good” 
jans; good, in this case, meaning they attend all church 

s and activities regularly and support the church 

lly. Now two isn’t enough to be concerned over but 


oportions of a one eyed monster. I begin to 


at the Man, from whom we derive the name 
the golden rule to live by, would think of 


ds of assent are observed while the foregoing dis- — 
are in progress, then the whole thing begins to 


We will assume Chicago to be Heaven; t 


ment of the American Public than most people are aware of 
and I am sure violates the four freedoms, the Atlantic Charter, 
the Monroe Doctrine, Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address, the Bill 
of Rights, and the Constitution—with amendments, not to 
mention the laws of the Most High. One must feel very proud 
to condemn a three year old child because his last name is 
Rosenbaum. Yet right here lies the basic point of all dis- 
eriminations. A child is born pure in thought—for of such 
is the kingdom of heaven—and learns only what we teach 
him or her. What are you teaching your child? 

I believe almost anyone will concede there is only one 
Father of All Men and not one Father of All Men except 
Jews, Negroes, Etc. Also that there is but One Heaven and 
not one heaven for Catholics, one heaven for Protestants, 
one heaven for Jews, one heaven for Mohammedans, ete. 
Assuming these two postulates to be correct, then I am 
sincerely concerned that some people are going to feel awfully 
misplaced, to put it mildly, carrying their race and religious 


hatreds, bigotries, discriminations, ete. to a place or time in | 
which these thoughts have no place or significance—if they 


succeed in making the grade burdened with these enc 
brances. I once presented, as food for thought, to a 

of children of different religious faiths, the following sk 
we draw a 
from San Francisco 


Chicago and sa. 
Catholies travel, then we d 


eS ee ee 


Behind the Headlines 


Two themes dominate the headlines of recent weeks. The 
approach to war and the progressive destruction of the 
foundations of our democracy. These are the two major 
trends in U. S. Policy and they are inseparably united. This 
is because the basic objective of our government, present 
and prospective, is the preservation and extension of the 
capitalist economy. This cannot be done without war and 
the elimination of the opposition the democratic process 
makes possible. Hence war comes nearer and democratic 
rights depart. 

That the capitalist economy invites war is sufficiently 
demonstrated by the extent to which it depends upon the 
production of war materials for the expansion on which 
its temporary survival hinges. Each week the headlines 
announce new military and naval contracts let or in process. 
They record that economic recovery in Europe is being tied 
in with increasing militarization. Wherever it is dominant 
the economy that bases itself upon the search for profit is 
becoming a war economy. 

Likewise the news of recent months supplies ample proof 
that the objective of expanding the domain of the profit 
economy, or indeed of preserving it in the monopoly form 
it has reached in the United States, cannot be achieved 
without the abolition of democratic rights. When the ten- 
sions in Europe showed signs of relaxing foreign news 
headlines were turned to the outer borders of colonial 
imperialism where wages are lowest, labor conditions the 
most unbearable, and profits the highest. Increased military 
activity in the name of suppressing communism, was 
reported in Malaya, Indonesia, Indo-China. Behind these 
situations was the refusal of democratic rights to those 
carrying burdens too heavy to be borne. 

Within our borders the press further increased the 
demand and support for legislation nullifying the Bill of 
Rights by inflating a spy scare which a Grand Jury proce- 
dure of nearly two years had found to be without factual 
foundation. This whole incident was nothing but a partisan 
campaign manoeuver, as was the original loyalty test order 
of Truman. Whatever need there was had already been 
met by his previous order coordinating the loyalty boards 
of the various departments. But the Democratic National 
Committee learned that the Republican Committee had 
tested out in the ’46 elections the policy of making ‘‘Reds 
in the Government the major campaign theme and had 
decided to use that way in ’48. So the Democrats moved 
to beat them to it by cleaning house. Thus the machine 
polities which is the counterpart of economie monopoly, 


and its lever in controlling government, revealed its com-. 


plete moral bankruptcy. One of the functions of the Red 
scare is to hide this revelation from most of the people. 
Now the Attorney General has increased his list of com- 
munist and subversive organizations, This time, for face 
saving purposes, a scant few ‘‘fascist’’ organizations are 
added. But there is still no definition of the terms used 
for classification, no factual information as to the determin- 
ing tests used, no hearing for the organizations thus penal- 
ized before the public. The Republican dominated Un- 
American Committee and the Democratic Department of 
Justice are both engaged in a witch hunt for campaign 
‘purposes which destroys the Bill of Rights. The Un-Ameri- 
can Committee proceeds on the anti-democratic principle of 
guilt by association, the Attorney General uses the anti- 
democratic principle of guilt without trial. The President 
who appoints a Civil Rights Commission and announces a 
civil rights program on the racial issue, writes an order 
which gives one man virtual power of life and death over 
organizations, and power to irreparably damage their offi- 
cers and members. 


This denial of the democratic rights guaranteed by the 
Constitution is now going beyond its original field of gov- 
ernment employment and its announced purpose of govern- 
mental security. The public is denied the right to hear 
the Dean of Canterbury because his visit is sponsored by 
an organization on the subversive list—The National Coun- 
cil of American-Soviet Friendship. This organization has 
a record of governmental sponsorship and use under both 
Roosevelt and Truman. It has not changed its purpose or 
program but, it has criticized the present administration 
for departing at points from the policy of seeking friend- 
ship with the Soviet Union. The Dean is sympathetic with 
its position. There can therefore be little doubt that the 
‘‘subversive’’ listing is being used to deprive the people 
of the constitutional right of free speech and assembly. 

Before this prominent case gained the headlines, lesser 
known speakers all over the United States were being 
refused a hearing, sometimes in churches, on the ground 
that they were under the auspices of, or connected with, one 
or more of the organizations on the ‘‘subversive’’ list. As 
war and economic breakdown come closer there can be little 
doubt that this dictatorial substitute for the Bill of Rights 
will be used not to protect the government but to destroy 
the democratic right of opposition to its policies. There 
are signs that industrial plants having, or listed for, war 
supply contracts are to be considered within the scope of 
the loyalty tests. It is reported that the FBI is making 
preliminary investigations in some major plants. This devel- 
opment will not only extend the repressive, inhibiting con- 
sequences of the Red scare, it will give anti-labor employ- 
ers a new, and most powerful weapon. 

Any survey of the news of recent months will find no 
break in the increased pace of the destruction of our democ- 
racy. Abroad and at home our policy becomes more and 
more anti-democratic. To expand our economy, and carry 
out our military global security program, we have to work 
more and more with anti-democratic forces. The House 
puts Franco on the Marshall Program list. The Senate 
and the State Department, shocked at the publicity, say 
that is not the way to do it. The better way is a more 
indirect loan which the public will not understand in time. 
Behind this is the expressed military need for air bases 
in Spain and other aid in the “preventive war.” It is not 
only our ‘‘war surplus’’ supplies that are being used against 
the rebels in the imperialist colonies. It is our financial aid 
that makes it possible for Britain, France and the Nether- 
lands to wage their little wars of suppression. It is with 
these colonial powers that we proceed now to make a 
military alliance, thereby strengthening the anti-democratic 
forces in their internal struggles. 

To increase our aid to anti-democratic reaction Project X 
now moves in with its secret expenditures, as it did in the © 
Italian election. Its avowed purpose is to strengthen the — 
anti-communist forces in Europe, including the counter- © 
revolutionary underground in the ‘‘New Democracies’’, 
known in our press as ‘‘Soviet satellites’’. One of its 
architects is John Foster Dulles. To him and others of its 
sponsors it undoubtedly means supporting what they con- 
sider democratic forces, financially, politically and economi-— 
cally. Extremists in and behind the project are reported — 
to advocate all necessary measures including sabotage and 
assassination. Ruling this out, the record is clear enough— 
In Russia after World War I, and now. in China, Greece — 
and Spain—that aiding a counter-revolutionary under- 
ground. against a majority of revolutionary workers, peas-— 
ants, and intellectuals cannot bring democracy to power. 
It prolongs the life of the anti-democratic forces on one 
side of the struggle and develops them on the other. 


a 
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At home the anti-democratic nature of our bi-partisan 
policy becomes clearer every week. On that the two parties 
were united in the formation and support of the Un-Ameri- 
can Committee before they joined hands on foreign affairs. 
That alliance has now reached the point ‘where it has 
opened jail doors for men and women who belong among 
our most valuable citizens, whose shoes the little men who 
cite them for contempt are not worthy to clean. This I say 
from personal acquaintance with a number of them and inti- 
mate association for years with others. Their record of 
public service is proof. 

Facing this situation, unprecedented in our history, our 
one protection against unconstitutional action either by 
the executive or legislative branch of the government—the 
Supreme Court—has refused to function. In refusing to 
hear the Josephson case, in which the right of the Commit- 
tee to exist, as well as its procedures, was clearly challenged, 
the Court abdicated. So far it has failed to protect the 
rights of its own department of the government as well as 
those of all citizens. In all its procedures the Un-American 
Committee has exercised the judicial function outside the 
law and in defiance of the constitution. It has passed judg- 
ment and declared punishment. The Chief Executive author- 
ized the same procedure in his loyalty test order. The 
Supreme Court, faced with this challenge remains silent 
and inactive. If it maintains this position it will give 
the final evidence that our political democracy has broken 
down, that the democratic poisons developed by an economy 
that has become anti-democratic have reached its vital 
organs. 

In the face of this tragedy, which involves its own future 
effectiveness, what is organized religion doing about it? 
I have seen no concrete official utterance on the issue except 
that of the Methodist Bishops on the Un-American character 

_of the loyalty test order. How much has official Methodism 
done to acquaint our people with that utterance, and to 
follow it up as further anti-democratic developments have 

appeared? The headlines and the news tell of recent national 
and international religious gatherings being much concerned 
about the menace of ‘‘Red materialism’’ but give no men- 
tion of any alarm about the rape of democracy within our 
professed democratic nation. Does this mean-that the 
Protestant world is being diverted by the Red scare from 
the factual offensive against the foundations of our democ- 
racy by economic-political reaction seeking to maintain its 
power and privilege? Or is it that religious officialdom is 
more interested in doctrine and institutions than in dynamic 
faith expressed in social action? : 
Certainly the social action groups in several denomina- 
tions see the anti-democratic offensive and are expressing 
themselves vigorously and clearly against it. For their 
action to be most effective more of their members need to 
understand that this anti-democratic development, like its 

Siamese twin the drift toward and preparation for war, is 

inherent in the nature and forecast in the history of 
capitalist society. ; 

- That form of social organization has tried to unite two 


The time has come when that can no longer be done. One 
or the other must now become dominant. Political democ- 
-raey can only survive and grow as it develops into economic 
racy. Therefore only measures that move in this 
can win the fight against anti-democratic reaction. 
st democracy won freedom for the business man 
itations and repressions of the feudal land- 
heir iticé em. The rising capitalists 


freedom to workers and peasants, 


d generally resisted their 


opposites—political democracy and economic autocracy: 


world these groups 
Senn err 
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the wilderness, on which side it is going to stand—with 
the needy people or those in high places. Then, those who 
follow his choice, have, as he did, to judge each situation, 
and act in it, accordingly. H.F.W. 


The USA and USSR Can and MUST 
Get Along 


(Continued from page 115) 


two powerful nations that can hasten the coming of that 
day. Cooperation between them is, therefore, of paramount 
importance; and if we will try to understand the basis for 
Russia’s fears and exercise mutual tolerance and respect, I 
am sure that we will get much further than by trying to 
intimidate her. Let the reactionaries remember that the 
Russians have taken about as much punishment as can ever 
be administered to any people and they came through it 
with heads up and without any thought of abandoning their 
ideal of a socialist society within their land. The evidence 
indicates that they are behind their leaders, determined to 
preserve their system and to make it work for a greater 
abundance for all. They seem to feel that under their system 
they can live up to our Christian ethical code more easily 
than we do in our everyday life. Their ideas may seem 
utopian but it is unlikely that force will ever cause them 
to change. You can shoot or imprison people but not ideas. 
Those can be conquered only with better ideas. If we are 
_ to undermine Communism, it must be by making our own 
type of democracy work for abundance, freedom and peace. 
And we can do that more easily if we work together with 
Russia and Britain for a peaceful world. 
It may be well to remember that friendly relations with 
Russia will also assure us a more stable economy at home. 
Russia can easily become our largest solvent customer. She 
is rich in resources that we will need. And she can use in 
exchange an unlimited quantity of our manufactured prod- 
ucts. Before long our expanded industrial plant will have 
caught up with orders accumulated during the war—and we 
will need, and need badly, foreign customers who can use the 
surpluses that can’t be sold at home. Trade with the Soviet 
Union is worth cultivating; especially so because she is not 
our competitor for world markets. Her interest is primarily — 
in more imports, not exports. And because her need for goods 
is so great, it is to her advantage not to export her ideology. 
It is good business for both nations to promote trade relations. 
These two considerations—international peace and ex- 
panded foreign trade for our industries are certainly attrac- 
tive inducements for friendly relations with the Soviet Union. 
We can only hope that our press and the business com- 
munity will reappraise the situation and put a halt to the 
business of needling Russia and misrepresenting her motives. 
Let’s begin anew and work for a lasting friendship and coop- 
eration between U.S.A. and U.S.S.R. The dividends to the 
people of both nations and all others will be enormous. — 
That is what Franklin Roosevelt must have foreseen when in 
1933 he brought about a resumption of diplomatic relations be! 
with the Soviet Union and initiated a policy of trade and 
friendly relations. We cannot allow the forces of reactior 
to divide us again and thereby weaken both our domestic 
economy and the United Nations. This may be our last , 
chance to save civilization from a suicidal war followed by 
fascist tyranny for those who survive it. It is, inde 
crucial period of history, for, given a world of 
atomic energy developed for industrial use, we 
forward with confidence to a bright future - 


\ 


— Copies of this article in lea, rm ¢ 
from th a 
_ Avenue, 


Social Issues in Today's World 


ica’s, sphere of control in North and East Africa. It is 
The General Welfare also ‘urged the immediate withdrawal of British military 


THE NATIONAL RELIGION AND LABOR FOUNDA- forces in these areas. 4 ; ae 
TION’S First Annual Award for Social Justice was awarded The deeision to seek public support of this petition was 
posthumously to Fiorello H. LaGuardia, former Mayor of made at the semi-annual membership meeting of the Council 
New York City, in a ceremony held at the Community on African Affairs held in New York September 17, with 
Church, New York, on October 6. The award was presented the Chairman, Paul Robeson, presiding. 
to Mrs. LaGuardia by Dr. Jerome Davis, founder of the At that meeting it was also agreed to send a letter to the 
Foundation. N.A.A.C.P. National Board requesting reconsideration of 

Addresses were delivered by Jacob 8. Potofsky, General _‘‘its ill-advised.action in severing the tenure of Dr. W. EK. B. 
President of the Amalgamated Clothing Workers of America DuBois,” and a communication to the State Department 
and Dr. Guy Emery Shipler, editor of “The Churchman.” demanding a “frank and unevasive apology” for the insult | 

Dr. John Haynes Holmes, pastor of the Community to the Minister of Ethiopia, Ras H. S. Imru, at Constitution 
Church, presided. Hall in Washington, D. C. when he and his party were asked 

to move from their assigned box seats to another section — 

A NEW TYPE OF DAYTIME RADIO SERIAL that in ‘‘reserved for his race.’’ 
time may affect the welfare of listeners throughout the The Council to date has received no reply or acknowledg- — 
country, will be given a 13-week trial airing on Chicago’s ment of its letter to the State Department. A copy sent the 
NBC outlet, WMAG, starting Monday, October 18. It will Minister of Ethiopia, however, brought his prompt response ~ 
be called, ‘‘It’s Your Life.”’ that he was ‘‘very much appreciative’’ of the Council’s 

Taking on national significance because of its health expression on this matter. 
benefit potential, and because it well may set a pattern 
for other community groups to follow, ‘‘It’s Your Life’’ 
will be a 15-minute documentary heard Mondays through 


ee 


Fridays at 11:15 am., CST, produced by the Chicago International Relations 

Industrial Health Association, and sponsored by Johnson 

& Johnson. THE SPANISH HIERARCHY has issued a statement 
Production of ‘‘It’s Your Life’’ is believed to represent declaring that religious freedom does not exist in Franco’s © 


the first time in radio that a program with a public service Spain. It is signed by Enrique Cardinal Pla y Deniel, 
health objective, produced by a voluntary agency, is being primate, on behalf of all the Spanish archbishops and 
underwritten by a commercial sponsor. bishops. It declares that ‘‘there is no justification, as some 
The program will be written and directed by Ben Park, Protestants have done, for calling Article 6 of the law of — 
producer of the prize-winning ‘‘ Report Uncensored’’ series 1945 a law of liberty of cults, or, what is worse, carrying — 
which dealt with Chicago’s delinquency, prison-rehabilita- on proselytizing and acts of public worship as if liberty of 
tion and housing problems. ~ eults had been implanted in Spain. This has resulted in | 
“‘Tt’s Your Life’’ will point up examples for better life disagreeable incidents which have evoked comment outside 
and living through authentic tape-recorded interviews with Spain.’ 
hundreds of anonymous Chicagoans who have experienced rThe hierarchy stresses that the question of the liberty and 
the problems of ill health... from child care to cancer, _toleration of cults in Spain is not merely a political ques- 
from accidents to alcoholism. tion, but one of dogma and ecclesiastical right, which has 
About three hundred health and welfare agencies will be —_ been resolved by papal encyelicals and are of ‘concrete 
directly involved with the planning and production of the application to each nation, according to existing cireum- 
programs, and will cooperate in giving leads on exciting stances.” Quoting from the encyclical on human liberty 
case histories which will be used on the broadcasts. issued by Pope Leo XIII in 1893, the bishops say that “the 
faithful are not free to adhere to ‘any Church’’ but ‘‘have a 
6 - most sacred duty to belong to the only true Church founded ‘ 
Race Relations by Christ.’’ The statement further says that ‘‘it is im Os- 


THE COUNCIL ON AFRICAN AFFAIRS recently ciren- sible to have faith in the Catholic Church without desir: 2 
- lated to leaders and organizations throughout the einen Catholie anity: am aniidenl(férall halons endietite aa 
requesting endorsement, copies of a petition urging that USE OF RELIEF SUPPLIES as a weapon in aé 

_ “the United States Delegation to the United Nations, in war” was. scored. by Dr. Henry Joel Cadbury, 
dealing with the question of the former Italian colonies, man of the American Friends Service Committee. 
remember that Africa belongs to the Africans, and that at the annual convention of the Unitarian — 
_ the paramount considerations should be the needs and Cadbury, a Quaker, said the action of Ch istians 
eo aspirations of the peoples of Libya, Eritrea, and Somali- the conduct of the state to a moral level is far 
— land.’’ _ than the pagoUmOR sterile”’ age of ee 
‘he petition called for prompt action on this qieciinn at and Bate. 
current U.N. General Assembly meeting in Paris; U. S. 
; for the plan of ‘‘a truly international administra- 
esponsible to the United Nations’’ as origi- 
- e then Secretary of State 
, _ by 
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IN A LETTER TO THE AMSTERDAM CONFERENCE 
National Student Federation of China petitions the World 
Council to give its disapproval ‘‘to the dangerous, national 
and political designs of those American interventionists 
who go about in religious garbs’’. Citing the fact that 
the Federation is the only national student body in China 
and that its membership includes ninety per, cent of Chinese 
university students and professors, the letter points out 
persecution of Christian intellectuals by the Kuomintang 
regime. It states, ‘‘A considerable section of the active 
members and faculty advisers of our Federation is com- 
posed of Christians. During the Japanese aggression their 
loyalty to the cause of national freedom’ was recognized 
by many. Today, in our struggle for demoeraty, national 
independence and peace, their long-suffering and persever- 
ence under the sword of Chiang Kaishek’s gestapo is also 
evident. Their moral earnestness and their wisdom in coun- 
selling have earned for themselves and for the religion they 
profess a new and wide respect.” 

The letter goes on to condemn the present American 
China policy for giving military and financial aid to ‘‘the 
most fascist regime in the world,’’ in the name of combat- 
ting communism. This ‘‘is an insult to the 450,000,000 
people in China... and we refuse to be treated as a means 
to an American end, or to the end of any other country, 
and thereby help push the world into another war.’? 

The Federation also reports the cloaking of religious 
freedom in combination with the maneuvering of question- 
able leadership in the American missionary churches. ‘‘ Con- 
trary to what the Kuomintang and its missionary spokes- 
man like you to believe there is no religious freedom in 
the Kuomintang area. We appeal to your sense of justice 
and your Christian love with respect to the words and 
deeds of certain politically ambitious or politically moti- 
vated leaders in the American Churches. In gearing their 
thinking and policies about China to the interests of the 
United States and to the fate of the unpopular and hope- 
less Kuomintang regime, they are inviting the enmity of 
our people towards Christianity and western culture. 
Because of what these American mission leaders outspokenly 
stand for, those of our colleagues who are Christians feel 
that they have been put in a very embarrassing position.’’ 


Labor Concern 


THE PROGRAM UNDER WHICH teachers for workers’ 
classes were provided by the Univ. of Michigan for four 
years has been ordered suspended by the university’s board 
of regents pending a ‘‘study’’ of the Service. 

Victor Reuther, Auto Workers’ education director, said 
that pressure exerted on the board by General Motors Corp. 
‘was responsible for holding up the program. Some months 
ago GM complained to the regents about the workers’ edu- 
cation program, registering charges against one particular 
class given last April, on the basis that economic material 
slanted by the CIO to misrepresent business was used. 

These charges were shown to be completely unfounded, 
Reuther said, but the regents used them ‘‘as the excuse 
for holding up the entire service while they ‘study’ the 
program.’’ They’re still studying it, Reuther declared, and 
meanwhile ‘‘ workers will get no service from the University 
this fall.’’ ; 

Reuther urged all UAW locals in Michigan to protest to 
the regents, asking them to explain to the workers of Michi- 
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Do Professors Have Rights? 


(Continued from page 119) 


Instead, the college acted in hysterical haste. After resist- 
ing various threats and warnings for months, the col- 
lege capitulated one night after the riot at the Wallace 
meeting. 

It is ironic that everywhere in the city people were agreed 
that the dismissal of Parker was “bad timing.” It was bad 
timing. It was so bad that an uglier interpretation appears 
to me. 

Tt is alleged that the head of one of the city’s larger indus- 
tries, said before Parker was dismissed, ‘If the college doesn’t 
eut out this foolishness we’ll be using the Engineering and 
Science Building as a factory next year.” 

Kalburn Durham, who is now working at Servel and was 
one of the students on the fact-finding committee opposed to 
Parker, told me that a short time before the Wallace meeting 
he had “pleaded with the American Legion not to boycott 
the college.” 

Actually, since Dr. Hale has steadily refused to tell anyone 
the names of those “business, social, and civic leaders” who 
protested Parker’s position on the faculty, it is not possible 
to avoid some of these more damning interpretations. 

At the very least, there is a gloomy inference to be made. 
Academic freedom and civil liberties have depended in the 
past on the good intentions of the powerful members of 
any community. In Evansville no such good intentions could 
be found. Some of the powerful people of the community 
were so opposed to Parker that they wanted to dismiss him 
at any cost. Others were simply indifferent to the meaning 
of free speech. In the light of the recent strikes in the city 
and the hearings of a House Un-American Activities sub- 
committee there, a pattern appears in which the most unruly 
and dangerous elements of the community are being encour- 
aged. And there is nothing to prevent its occurrence in other 
colleges like Evansville. There may be a time soon when 
most colleges in America will be “service-stations of educa- 
tion,” and will change their gasoline and oil at the suggestion 
of the company: 


* # * 


As a postscript to this story, I went out in the Customs 
cutter last Sunday to meet Mr. and Mrs. Parker, who were 
coming back from Europe on the Marine Tiger. Parker did 
not want to talk about the case because it is still being investi- 
gated by the AAUP—which may be guaranteed to turn in a 
report in the next five years. But Parker is, in any ease, 
a tall quiet man with a youthful friendly manner and a gentle 
careful selection in his speech. While we talked I thought 
of the remark made by one of his former students. “Of all 
the guys about whom it’s told, I can tell you that Parker is 
really the operative definition of the guy who couldn’t 
hurt a fly.” 


"insufferable sentimentality" 
(Continued from page 117) 


Is it this truth that we have forgotten? 

Steve Benet, in his ‘‘Nightmare With Angels’’, said 
that the Angel with the blind mask of Ares was saying to 
us: you will not be saved by the Lambeth Conference, or 
by Vitamin-D, or by the Expanding Universe. In fact, 
you will not be saved. 

Is that the truth that, in our ‘‘insufferable sentimen- 


gan whose taxes are helping maintain the University, why 
they ‘‘have to wait for education service,’’ while thousands 
of dollars are being spent to provide service ‘‘for real 
estate, salesmen, lawyers, doctors and business people of 


all types.’’ et 
rig pee 


What the world\needs is a truce, the whole truce and 
nothing but the truce, or so help us God. ; 
; American Legion Magazine 


tality’’, we do not comprehend? That we will not be saved 
by Five-Year ‘‘Spiritual Marshall’’ Plans to combat Com- 

~ munism, or by Crusades For Christ and His Church, or by 
the World Council? That we will not be saved at all, because 
we are not worth saving? 

We need a new world, a new life. The old world, the 
old life, have the stamp of death upon them. Nothing can 
save them. The only constructive effort that is left to us 
is to throw ourselves into the creating of the new. 
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The Federation Mailhag 


PROTESTANT 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 


Dear Friends: 


You will find enclosed my personal check in the amount of 
five dollars, for the renewal of my membership in the Federation. 
This amount, I suppose, includes the subscription to the bulletin. 

As I renew my membership, I cannot refrain from adding 
a protest against your treatment of Martin Niemoeller. Your 
reference to him as a Damaged Saint had—to his friends, at 
least—the suggestion that you made the criticism as if it were 
“¢a sweet morsel under the tongue’’. This seems all the more 
to be the case, since you have never, as far as I know, published 
the answer to this statement as given out by the Federal Council 
of Churches. In this respect, you seem not to have been so fair 
as Zion’s Herald, which copied your paragraph, but later gave 
space for that of the Federal Council. Evidently, you pre- 
ferred in this instance to take as your authority the newspaper 
men and leaders in the Armed Forces whose testimony you so 
hotly repudiate when they question or oppose your policy. 

Moreover, if I have read the news item correctly, the Army 
of Occupation has recognized the justice of Dr. Niemoeller’s 
suggestions and altered the procedure of its courts. 

The support of Niemoeller given to the Hitler regime until 
he learned its real objective with regard to the Christian Church 
is another question. However, there are very few of our religious 
leaders in the United States that have clean records, if they 
are to be judged by their ‘‘first’’ statements and actions 
with regard to national loyalty. 

I have been a supporter of the Federation in my small way 
ever since it was brought to my attention. My question has 
often been whether we could not be more influential by giving 
some recognition to both sides of a contention and proving that 
ours is the better,-and especially not laying ourselves open to 
the charges which we level at the press and the leaders of the 
Armed Forces, of being one sided and unwilling to retract when 
the facts turn out to be against us. 

Sincerely yours, 
Albert E. Legg 


Federation Activities and Reports 


NEW OFFICERS of the Erie Conference Federation 
Chapter are: President, Charles Aldrich of North East ; 
Secretary-Treasurer, James Kelly of Warren. 


THE DETROIT CONFERENCE CHAPTER held its 
annual Fall Retreat at Mt. Olivet Church, Dearborn, Michi- 
gan, on October 17-18. The program, arranged by a com- 
mittee headed by Rev. Earle Sawyer, was as follows: 
SUNDAY, 4:00 ‘Political Platforms and Methodist Pro- 

nouncements’’ 
Campaign issues, ete. 
Rev. Edward Wahlberg and Mt. Olivet 
laymen 
6:30 SUPPER 
Discussion: ‘‘M. F. §. A. in the Loeal 
Church’’ 
8:00 PUBLIC SERVICE 
~ “World Council of Churches’? Dr. John 
Marvin 
MONDAY, 9:00 ‘ “Developments in Practical Christian- 
ity 
Industrial Chaplaincy, Industrial Semi- 
nar, etc., 
Dr. Paul Morrison and others 
- 10:00 ‘‘U. §.-U.S.S.R. Relations’’ 
Can We Have Peace? Dr. Thomas M. 
Pryor 


Social Questions Bulletin 


12:15 LUNCHEON 
1:00 ‘‘Implications of Military Training’’ 
What do we do now? Rey. Ralph Harper 
2:00 ‘‘Towards Inter-racial Fellowship’’ 
Dr. William H. Williams (Negro) 
3:00 ‘‘Safe-guarding Our Civil Liberties’’ 
Rey. Sheldon Rahn 


THE NEW YORK CITY CHAPTER held its first Fall 
meeting on September 26th at the William Sloane House 
YMCA. Dr. Clyde R. Miller and Mr. James Wendell were 
elected Co-Chairmen for the coming year. A resolution was 
passed urging the Mayor of New York to restore the alert- 
ness course in intercultural education which was dropped 
by the Board of Education following attacks on the course 
by the World-Telegram and the Brooklyn Tablet. This alert- 
ness course for teachers was designed to prevent racial and 
religious prejudices and to introduce into the schools of 
the City a type of education known as ‘‘The Springfield 
Plan?” 

Dr. Jay Holmes Smith, a former Methodist missionary 
in India, spoke on ‘‘Impressions of the Intellectuals World 
Congress for Peace’’ recently held in Breslau, Poland. Dr. 
Smith, now a member of the Society of Friends and Direc- 
tor of the new movement to prevent war and promote maxi- 
mum progress in the Atomic Age known as ‘‘The Peoples’ 
World Congress,” reported on the progress that organiza- 
tion is making towards an 8-day meeting in Paris early 
next year. Committees of experts are already engaged in 
doing spade work preparatory to the Paris gathering, in 
the following areas of practical peace efforts: 1. Mobilizing 
people of the world for support of an adequate system of 
international control of atomic energy and other possible 
means of mass destruction; 2. Adequate relief and rehabili- 
tation; 3. Using the UN for peace and reconstruction; 
4, Bringing about adequate world organization of, by and 
for all the people of the earth; 5. Making the most effective 
use of the world’s resources for the benefit of all mankind; 
6. Helping to insure for all people the exercise of their basic 
human rights and responsibilities. 


THE OREGON CHAPTER of the Federation is holding 
an INSTITUTE FOR CHRISTIAN SOCIAL ACTION for 
six Tuesday evenings extending through November 16 at the 


First Methodist Chureh of Portland. Dr. Paul Raver, ~ 


Bonneville Administrator began the Institute by addressing 
the entire group on ‘‘The Challenge of the Columbia and 
The Challenge to Christian Social Action.’’ The following 
are the subjects to be discussed at the seminars: “History 
and Development of the Labor Movement’’, ‘‘ Organization 
and Funetion of a Labor Union’’, ‘‘ Labor-Management 
Relations’’, ‘‘Where is Labor Going?’’, ‘‘Regional Land 
Management”, “Controlling the Mad Flood Waters”, “Giant 
Horses for Industry’’, ‘‘The Valley Authorities’’, ‘‘ History 
and Development of the Consumers Cooperatives Move- 
ment’’, ‘‘Organization and Function of a Cooperative’’, 
‘“Objectives of the Consumers Cooperatives’’, ‘‘ Are Con- 
sumers Cooperatives an Asset to our American Economy ?’’. 
Top leaders in the fields of labor relations, development 
and control of the Columbia, and Consumers Cooperatives 
are scheduled for addresses and to lead discussions. 


The preoccupation of the local prosecutor with footballs 
is well known. He teaches a Sunday school class of small 
boys, and complaints have been muttered by a parent or 
two that he conveys more knowledge of ee 
of religion. | Y tee 


One Sunday recently, two pillars of the church regarded 
him from afar as he held his class spellbound. "Where is 
he now?" asked one, referring to the Sunday school curricu-. 
lum. "Oh," said the other, "he's got Moses on the 
40-yard line" Chicago Tribune — 
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November, 1948 


LITERATURE AVAILABLE FROM THE METHODIST 
FEDERATION FOR SOCIAL ACTION, 150 5th Ave, N. Y. ©. 


ABOUT THE FEDERATION ITSELF AND SOCIAL ACTION 
IN GENERAL 

1. Informational flyer—attractive folder explaining what the 

Federation is and does; thumbnail history; officers; tes- 

timonies of leading Methodists to vital role of MFSA: 

membership application form included. Free, : 

- ‘Social Questions Bulletin’’—16-pages packed with news 

of the current social, economic and political scene presented 
from the dynamic Christian point of view; news of MFSA 
Chapters ; $:25 per copy; $2.00 per year; published 9 
times yearly. 

. Proposed Program of Study and Action—MFSA purpose 

and goals related to specifie current social situations, bills 
before Congress, ete. Free. 

4. Social Action Handbook—guide-book for Federation chap- 
ters; brief MFSA history; how to organize a local chap- 
ter; suggested bibliography; accomplishments of MFSA 
chapters from Hood River, Ore. to Waterbury, Conn. $.15 
per copy. 
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5. Social Creed of the Methodist Church—Methodist General 
Conference 1948. Free. 
6. The Functions of Unofficial Social Action Groups—F. Ernest 


Johnson, Federal Council of Churches of Christ; why the 
Church does not crusade; need for common-interest and 
vocational groups. -From Social Questions Bulletin. $.03 
copy. 

7. Preachers Under Presswre—Dr. Liston Pope. Shall minis- 
ters take active part in building a just social order? Read 
Dr. Pope’s answer to those who say ‘‘no.’’ 5¢ 

8. Why a Social Action Committee? attractive, useful pamphlet 
telling what the local social action comm. can do, who 
should make up the comm., materials it should have. 
Issued through Dept. of Christian Social Relations of the 
WDCS and the Dept. of Christian Education of Adults. 
Free. 


TO IMMUNIZE PEOPLE AGAINST IRRATIONAL FEARS— 
PROPAGANDA ANALYSIS 
1. Propaganda—How and Why It Works—Dr. Clyde R. 

Miller, Chairman, MFSA Commission on Propaganda Analy- 
sis; and co-founder Institute for Propaganda Analysis. 
Propaganda techniques exposed and explained (with up- 
to-the-minute examples) excellent basis for group study. 
Required reading. $.25 per copy. $.20 lots of 50. 

. Don’t Be A Jerk—published by League for Fair Play; 
attractive pamphlet, cleverly illustrated and wittily writ- 
ten; how unscrupulous propagandists use our ‘‘ conditioned 
reflexes’’ to develop mental disease of prejudice; and 
how we can immunize ourselves. Excellent for any age— 
especially good for youth. $.265. 


TOWARDS WORLD UNDERSTANDING AND PEACE 

1. The Methodist Church on War and Peace—General Conf. 
1948. Free. 

2.Two Giants and One World—paper bound edition; discus- 
sion of US-USSR relations by A. William Loos, published 
by Church Peace Union. Excellent study guide; sugges- 
tions for discussion and action; suggested bibliography. 
$.50 per copy. ; 

3. Behind Soviet Power—Dr. Jerome Davis; informative, 
paper bound book on Soviet Russia by one who knew her 
under the Tsar and under present regime. $1. per copy. 

4, An American Churchman in the Soviet Union—Dr. Louie 
Newton; excellent first-hand report by one of America’s 
leading Baptist ministers; Published by American Russian 
Institute, Church Committee. $.10 per copy. . 

5. The USA and USSR Can and Must Get Along—Irving H. 
Flamm, reprinted from ‘‘Soviet Russia Today.’’? Avail- 
able in quantity without charge. : 3 

6. John Foster Dulles—two conflicting viewpoints, facts and 
questions about this church leader who is one of the archi- 
tects of our bi-partisan foreign policy. Mimeographed 
from two articles in the Social Questions Bulletin. $.05 for 
two. ‘ 

7. Religion in Yugoslavia—report by 7 American Protestant 
clergymen and editors who visited Yugoslavia in the sum- 
mer of 1947. $.15 per copy. 

8. Our British Tory Policy of Damn the Greeks—Rev. Edgar 
Jackson, Methodist minister who served as ‘chaplain in 
Greece in World War II. Mimeographed. $.03 . 

9. Destroy Cartels—good resource material prepared for the 

Social Questions Bulletin in 1944—never more relevant 
than y; ‘‘eartels made war shortages’’ ‘‘Hitler’s 
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Helpers,’’ ‘‘ Profits vs. Patriotism’? and ‘‘What to Do.’’ 
Mimeo’d. $.05 

10. Conscience, the Church and Conscription—Guidance for 
Conscientious Objectors by Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam. 
Published by World Peace Commission. One copy free. 

ll. Mehodists and The Draft—Guidance for Methodist men 
of draft age. Published by Commission on World Peace. 
Available without charge. 

2. The Military Move In—Hanson Baldwin, military expert 
of N. Y. Times, reprinted from Harper’s; well-documented 
pamphlet showing alarming increase in military men in 
essentially civilian governmental positions. $.15 per copy. 


TOWARDS MAINTENANCE AND EXTENSION OF 
DEMOCRACY 

. To Secure These Rights—report of President’s Commission 
on Civil Rights; as reprinted in the newspaper PM. $.10 
per copy, $.07 in lots of 100. 

.Here’s the Way To Secure These Rights—attractively 
illustrated magazine giving step-by-step procedure to fol- 
low in implementing the findings of the President’s Com- 
mittee in the community. A real guide book for effective 
action. $.25. 

. Who Is Loyal to America? Henry Steele Commager; reprint 
from Harper’s; a sober antidote to hysteria of the House 
Un-American Activities Comm.; $.15. 

. They Still Carry On!—Native fascists: how to spot and 
stop them; issued by the War Dept. $.10 per copy. 

. American Fascism—A Case Study—by Charles C. Web- 
ber; reprint from the June 1943 Social Questions Bulletin; 
first-hand account of terroristic tactics in preventing organ- 
ization of workers in the South, written by first Methodist 
Chaplain to Organized Labor. $.10 per copy. 

. Methodist Bishops Unanimously Protest Un-American 
Practices of Our Government—forthright statement on 
behalf of civil liberties by Council of Bishops. Free. 

7. Race Discrimination and the Law—Carey McWilliams; a 
well-documented pamphlet by an eminent lawyer and author 
who believes that segregation is a source of social chaos 
and that ‘‘prejudice tends to disappear with the elimina- 
tion of discrimination;’’ effects of the law upon racial 
practices; $.10 per copy. 

.‘‘Battle for the Clergy’’—Carey McWilliams; study of 
the Spiritual Mobilization Movement—religious or fascist? 
Reprinted from ‘‘The Nation’’. $.05, $3.50 per C. 

9. Sense and Nonsense About Race—fine pamphlet published 
by Friendship Press. 25¢. 

10. Races of Mankind—Public Affairs Pamphlet—vwell-docu- 

mented, readable. $.20. 


a 
~] 


en 


bo 


oo 


aN 


oO 


for) 


co 


ORGANIZED LABOR AND COOPERATIVE MOVEMENT 


1. Bethlehem and Rochdale—the story of The Churches and 
Consumer Oooperation, 1884-1944, published by the Coop- 
erative League of the U.S.A. $.25. 

2. They Had Unions in Those Days Too—8-page folder tak- 
ing unions back to 1100 B.C. in Egypt through the early 
Roman Empire, Biblical times to present. Fascinating, 
unfamiliar facts. By Forrest Emerson, midwest trade union 
leader. Quantities free. 

3.How I Became a Chaplain to Organized Labor—Rev. 
‘Charles Webber, President, Virginia CIO, past Executive 
Secretary, MFSA. $.03 per copy. 

4, MFSA’s program on the Church and Labor—Ofiicial posi- 
tion of Methodist Church. Free. 


GENERAL 


1. Making Methodism Methodist—by 5 Federation leaders 
from Alabama; a potent call back to the social concern, 
ethical passion and economic brotherhood of early Method- 
ism for a more effective ministry for God and the common 
man. $.50 each. 

2. Material on the United Nations—Published by the U. 8. 
State Dept. Available Free. 
Charter of the United Nations—Small, pocket-size pamphlet. 
Covenant of the League of Nations. compared with UN 

Charter. Differences. 

The United Nations—Three Years of Achievement 

Publication List of Dept. of State——Concerning the 
United Nations. 

The ‘United Nations in Action—The Test of Experience; 
State Dept. Foreign Affairs Outline on Building the 
Peace. Pe 27 

3. Cartels or Free Enterprise?—by Thurman W. Arnold, 
Assoc. Justice, U..S. Court of Appeals for District of. 
Columbia; Public Affairs Pamphlet. 20¢. ag 
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Movie of the Month 

‘‘Strange Victory’’, a Siritzky-International Documentary. 
Seen at the Ambassador Theatre, New York. 

This ig a moving film with no ‘‘name’’ stars that shows us 
the emptiness of our recent military triumph. ‘‘Strange Vic- 
tory’? it is indeed that sees us fearfully preparing for World 
War III, hurling eggs at presidential candidates with whom we 
disagree, reaffirming our racial arrogance in a hundred and 
one terrioristic acts. It is all here—the war speeches, the glow- 
ing steel hearths, the Detroit race riots, the snarling faces of 
the lynch |mobs. And it is set against the background of chil- 
dren’s faces. Was it for this that we enacted a document called 
The Atlantic Charter? And where are our vaunted ‘‘ Four 
Freedoms??? 

It is a preachy movie, but who are we to object to good 
preaching? See it if it comes your way, which it probably won di 


Because of war curtailments, a man was carrying a 
grandfather's clock down a crowded main street to a 
repair shop. As the clock limited his vision he uninten- 
tionally collided with a woman, knocking her down. After 
collecting her composure and packages, the woman strug- 
gled to her feet and scathingly inquired: 


"Why don't you carry a wrist watch like everybody 
else?" Sid Anthony 


MORE ABOUT THE FEDERATION’S NEXT ANNUAL 
MEETING 
DATES: December 28-30, 1948. 
COST: Registration Fee—$3.00; $3.00 per day room and board. 
PLACE: William Penn College, Oskaloosa, Iowa. 
THEME: ‘‘Religion and Science—Allied for Peace 
Freedom’’ 
Opening Worship ~ 
Major Addresses By: 

Dr. John B. Thompson, Dean of the Chapel, University of 
Chicago, Keynoter: Towards a Democratic and Brotherly 
Social Order. 

Rey. Edgar Wahlberg, Methodist Pastor, Dearborn, Mich.; 
formerly with UNRRA in Greece and China. 

Dr. Frederick L. Schuman, Department of Political Science, 
Williams College, Massachusetts.—US-USSR Relations. 
Mrs. Welthy Fisher—intimately acquainted with affairs in 

China. 

Further details to be announced in the December Bulletin— 
full list of speakers, topics, discussion leaders. But don’t 
wait. Send in your registration now!! 


and 


Recent Additions to the Gertrude Ratliff Memorial Library 
1. Cox, Oliver D: Caste, Class and Race 
2.Feis, Herbert: The Spanish Story “s 

3. Fletcher, Joseph F.: Christianity and Property 
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Social Questions Bulletin 


4, Foner, Philip: History of the Labor Movement in the U.S. 
5. Loescher, Frank: The Protestant Church and the Negro 
6. Loos, A. William: Two Giants and One World 
7. McWilliams, Carey: A Mask for Privilege: Anti-Semitism 
in America 
8. St. John, Robert: The Silent People Speak 
9. White, Walter: A Man Called White: An Autobiography 
10. Williems, Francis: Socialist Britain 
11. Stilwell, Joseph: The Stilwell Papers 


The Legend of Henry Ford. By Keith Sward, 

This book is*one of the most fascinating and certainly one 
of the most provocative biographies of our time. With brilliant 
scholarship and a keen sense of story-telling, the author traces 
the rise to fame and riches of the industrial genius who revo- 
lutionized the automobile age. No less brilliantly, Mr. Sward 
analyzes the Ford legend and distinguishes between the man 
and the myth. Here is the farm boy who became a mechanic, — 
the mechanic who became a billionaire; the man who said that 
‘thistory is bunk’? and spent a fortune to preserve the past; — 


. the staunch individualist who claimed that ‘‘the vast majority 


of men wanted to be led.’’ Lhe Legend of Henry Ford is more — 
than a biography; it is a history of one of the most fascinating 
periods in American history and finance in terms of the man who — 
played a leading part in that period. 


Our members will be glad to learn of a new book-club which | 
will assure them the best in current fiction and non-fiction at 
tremendous savings. It is called ‘‘The Book Find Club’’ and 
has put out such books-as: ‘‘Man Against Myth’’—Barrowe — 
Dunham; ‘‘The Age of Jackson’’—Arthur Schlesinger, Jr.;— 
‘‘Crities and Crusades’’—Charles Madison; ‘‘The World — 
Within’’, edited by Mary Aswell; ‘‘Mind and Body’’—Flanders 
Dunbar; ‘‘Proud Destiny’’—Lion Feuchtwanger; ‘‘Our Plun- 
dered Planet’’—Fairfield Osborn; ‘‘The Big Sky’’—A. B. 
Guthrie, Jr.; ‘‘A Mask for Privilege’’—Carey McWilliams; 
‘<The Stilwell Papers’’—and latest ‘‘The Legend of Hen : 
Ford’’—Keith Sward. These books, all of interest to socially-— 
concerned people, range in price from $2.50 to $5.00, but Book 
Find Club Members pay only the usual price of $1.65 plus 14¢_ 
postage and handling. New members are entitled to a GIFT 


following coupon which we su 
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